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(Twice Amended) A method of controlling at an intermediate television 
transmission station the communication of television programming from a [plurality of] 
progranraiing |>cnirces] source to a subscriber, [said progranmiing sources comprising at 
least one of a locm^ogramming source and a remote programming source,] said station 
having a computer for controlling the [storage and] communication of television 
programming, said method cemiprising the steps of: 

receiving a unit of televi^o^i programming from a remote television programming 
source; 

inputting to the computer a progr^imning^ schedule designating for [each of a 
plurality of scheduled units] said unit of tele^pion programming at least one of: 

^^yan output channel to be i^ed infcqnununicating said unit of television 
programnwng; and 

(b) [the] a time said unit of t^vision progd^tang is to be communicated; 

storing [selected scheduled units] said uitrt -of-s^ televi^n programming 
received by said station from the remote programming source; anc 

communicating [each scheduled] said unit of television programJlamg from said 
transmission station to at least one subscriber according to said programmrfY^ schedule. 



.2. (Amended) The method of claim [1] 58 wherein said step of storing comprises 
[comprising] the steps of: 

[selecHng a specific unit of programming;] 
selecting asspecific storage location; 

inputting saio^elected] unit of programming to said selected storage location; 

and 

storing said [^efect€il] Siiputted unit of programming at said selected location. 



1 3.(Amended) The method of aaim [1] 58 wherein said station comprises a 

2 plurality of storage devices, said step of stpring at least one of said units of programming 

3 comprises [comprising] the steps of: 

4 selecting a specific storage device; 
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inputting said unit of [television] programming to said selected storage device; and 
^ inputted unit of [television] programming in said selected storage 



TTT 

^ 5.(Am©ttde3) A method of controlling at an intermediate television transmission 

2^ (jtationthe communication of television programming from a programming source to a 
subscriber, [said, programming source comprising at least one of a local progranraiing 

4 source and a reniiote programming source,] said station having a computer for controlling 

5 the storage and communication of television programming, said method comprising the 

6 steps of: 

7 receiving units of\ elevision programming from [said] a remote television 

8 progranraiing source; 

9 receiving signals from\said remote television programming source, each of said 

10 signals identifying one of said received units of programming or the source of one of said 

11 units of programming: 

12 [selectively] inputting said sknals [information received from said remote 
^13 television programming source] to the computer; 

H storing [selected] at least one of said units of [said] television progranraiing 

15 received by said station from said remoie programming source; 

16 receiving at the computer a programing schedule, said programming schedule 

17 designating for at least one of said units of progranraiing at least one of: 

18 (a) an output channel to be used in communicating the unit of television 

19 programming to a subscriber:and 

20 (b) a time the unit of television pro^amming is to be communicated to a 

21 subscriber:and 

22 communicating at least one unit of said receivedv units or said stored units of 

23 television programming from said transmission station to^t least one subscriber 

24 according to [a] the programming schedule, [schedule; and 

25 said programming schedule designating for each of a plurality of scheduled units 

26 of television progranuning at least one of: 
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(a) an output-eh^nnel to be used in communicating said scheduled unit of 
television programming; and 

(b) a time said scheduled umj oTtftevision programming is to be 
communicated.] 



4;;^ 7j^/«6ended) The method of claim 5 wherein said station comprises a plurality of 

2 J) ^rejGdvere for\eceiving the units of television programming and the signals [control 

3 ^y^^ instructions] froto said programming sources, said step of [selectively] inputting 

4 comprising the stetos of: 

5 selecting a specific one of said receivers; and 

6 inputting said [control instructions] signals received by said selected receiver to 

7 said computer. 



7 
8 



8.(Amended) The metlW of claim 5 wherein said [scheduled] units of 
programming communicated from^said transmission station to said at least one 
subscriber are selected fi-om: 

(a) the units of programming [b^ing] received at said transmission station from [a] 
the remote programming source; and 

(b) the units of television programming stored at a local progranraiing source, said 
local programming source comprising a televi^on progranraiing storage device located at 
said station for storing units of progranraiing. 



1 9. (Amended) The method of claim 5 and fuWer comprising the step of logging 

2 said step of communicating [the communication of a plurality of the units of 

3 programming from said transmission station, said prograipning being communicated to 

4 one or more subscribers]. 



1 10,(Amended) A method of controlling at an intermediate transmission station the 

2 communication of television programming from a television pro^mming source to a 

3 subscriber, [said television programming source being one of a loca^vprogramming source 
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4 - and a remote\rogramming source,] said transmission station compri sing a computer for 

5 controlling the communication of programming, said method comprising the steps of: 

6 receiving television progranuning units from a remote television programming 

7 source; 

8 loading a plurkitv of prerecorded units of television programming onto a local 

9 programming source located at said transmission station; 

10 receiving a plurality of [control] signals from a remote programming source, each 

11 said [control] signal designating [a unit] one unit of said loaded units or said received 

12 units of television progranumng to be communicated to a subscriber; 

13 identifying in response\to each said control signal the unit of programming 

14 designated by said [control] signal from: 

15 (a) the units of projgramming [being] received at said transmission station 

16 from [a] the remote programming ^ource; and 

17 (b) the units of programming [stored at a] loaded onto the local 

18 programming source, said local progr^Wning source comprising a programming storage 

19 device located at said television trammiki<»-station; 

20 communicating each^said identifiea\unlt of tel^^yision programming to the 

21 subscriber [based upon a predetermined condition]. 

1 ll.(Amended) The method of claim 10 mrther comprising a step of receiving a 

2 programming schedule, said programming schedufe designating at least on e of a time and 

3 an output channel for conmiunicating each said identified programming unit to a 

4 subscriber, wherein said step of communicating composes the step of communicating 

5 each said identified unit of progranmiing to the subscriber according to [a] the 

6 programming schedule [, said programming schedule designating at least one of a time 

7 and a channel for communicating each said identified umt\to the subscriber]. 



13, (Amended) TlieTnethodjQfclm^ 10, wherein said step of communicating 
2 comprises the step of communicating each idenHEed"iHiit.ofpr to the 

(^3 subscriber according to one of said plurality of [control] signals, said^onejcontrol] signal 
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4 ' further designating at least 

iHftntified unit to the subscriber 




a channel for communicating said 



16.jC^^^nded) The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of storing 
feted] oneNpf said units of [said] television progranraiing received by said station in 



[one of a plurality of storage devices] the storage device . 



1 17.(Amended\The method of claim 11, wherein said step of identifying comprises 

2 the steps of: 

3 comparing one oKsaid [control] signals to data in said progranraiing schedule, said 

4 data identifying the unit [units] of television programming; 

5 determining based on\aid programming schedule whether the unit designated by 

6 said one control signal [is to] will be received from the remote programming source and 

7 should be communicated immediat;ely upon receipt to a subscriber, or whether the 

8 designated unit is [stored in the programming storage device] loaded onto the local 

9 programming source and should be output therefrom to a subscribe r, each of said units 

10 of programming loaded onto the local progranmiing source being stored at a storage 

11 location on the local programming source : ar 

12 identifying the storage location of the udit of television programming designated 

13 by said one control signal if the unit designated bWaid one control signal is [stored in 

14 the storage device] loaded onto the local programming source . 



1 18. (Amended) The method of claim 10 wherein tnfere are a plurality of different 

2 types of said [control] signals, and only some of said [controlf^signals designate said units 

3 of prngrflnmiin g. — ■ 



1 19.(Amended) The method of claim 10 and further comprising the step of logging 

2 [the transmission of units of programming from said transmission station to subscribers] 

3 said step of communicating . 



-6- 




20.(Amended) An^ajJ^atusllocated at an intermediate television transmission 
station for contrpUifig the communioation of units of television programming [from a 
pluralitvjrf^prograniniing sources to selected subscribers, said programming sources 

rising local programming sourcea and remote programming sources, at least one of 
said local programming sources composing a television programming storage device,] to 
a plurality of subscribers, said apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving units of television programming and signals from a remote 
programming source, each of said received signals identifying one unit of the received 
units of programming or identifying the programming source of the receiv ed unit: 

[a matrix switch having a plurality ot input channels receiving television 
programming from a plurality of remote television programming sources, and a plurality 
of output channels;] 

a television programming storage device [electrically connected to said matrix 
switch] for storing television programming units [for later communication,] and for 
outputting or playing television programming units stored thereo n, said storage device 
storing signals identifdng the units of programiAing stored thereon : 

a switch having respective inputs electricallv connected to said receiver and said 
storage device, said switch having one or more oyputs electrically connected to one or 
more output channels: 

a computer electrically connected to said receiver, said switch and said storage 
device, said computer receiving or having access to\a programming schedule, [said 
computer receiving as a first input] the programming schedule designating for at least 
one unit of said received units or said stored units oi programming at least one of : 

(a) a time to communicate [each scheduled] the unit of programming to a 
subscriber; and 

(b) an output channel to be used for corilpiunicating [each scheduled] the 
unit of programming to a subscriber; 

[said computer receiving as a second input a plurality of control instructions from 
said remote programming sources, said control instructions being inputted to said 
computer mth information that designates for at least somi^ units of programming at 
least one of: 
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32 ' (a) the input channels on which said programming units will be received by 

33 said switch for those units receiv^ from the remote programming sources; and 

34 (b) the specific remot^rogramming sources for the units of programming 

35 received from the remote sources of proOTamming;] and 

36 said computer selecting each said umt of programming designated bv said 

37 progranuning schedule from units received bv^aid. receiver and units stored in said 

38 storage device based upon said received signals and said stored signals, and said 

39 computer configuring said switch and controlling saij^stor^e device to conraiunicate said 

40 selected units of television programming [previousljj stored in said storage device and 

41 selected units of television progranraiing being received at\the input channels of said 

42 switch] to a subscriber [via the appropriate output charmels ^d at the appropriate times] 

43 according to said programming schedule [and said control instrhptions]. 



The^^paratus of claim 20, wherein said storage device comprises a plurality 
of television progranurnhg^^rage devices connected to said switch, said computer 
further configuring said switch tb^ect a specific storage device. 



23. The apparatus of claim 20, said received signals further include information 

2 designating one of said received units of programmh^ storage or delayed 

3 communication to a subscriber, wherein said computer furth^operates to control said 

4 switch and said programming storage device to store [selected] s^ units of programming 

5 received at said switch that are designated by said [programming sche^b^] received 

6 sig nals for storage or delayed communication to a subscriber. 



a: 



5 
6 



(Amended) A ingtb€4of controlling at an intermediate television transmission 
station the conmiunication of televisioh^^CQgramining [from at least one programming 
source] to a subscriber, [said at least one pro^^alMQing source comprising at least one of 
a local programming source and a remote progranuiiingstrtitce,] said station having a 
computer for controlling the communication of television programmiiig, said method 
comprising the steps of: 
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•7 - receiving at least one unit of television programming [a plurality of programming 

-8 transmissions] from a [plurality of] remote progranraiing source [sources, each 

9 programming transmission comprising television progranraiing and control instructions]; 

10 receiving a simal: 

11 storing a pluraliy of units of programming on a local programming source: 

12 [inputting] receivmg a programming schedule designating for [each of a plurality 

13 of scheduled programming] at least one unit of said received units or said stored units at 

14 least one of: 

15 (a) an output Channel to be used in communicating the [scheduled] unit of 

16 programming; 

17 (b) an approximke time the unit of [scheduled] programming is to be 

18 communicated to a subscriber : 

19 detecting said signal [contk)l instructions in said programming transmissions from 
said programming sources and inputting said control instructions to said computer]; 

21 passing said detected signal to the computer: 

22 identifying that [one of] said [opntrol instructions] detected signal is [of] a 

23 predetermined signal [type]; and 

24 communicating [a selected unit] one umt oFtoid at least one received unit or said 

25 stored units of television programming from said tranmiission station to at least one 

26 subscriber in response to said step of identi^ing [said 9ne control instruction] and 

27 according to said programming schedule. 



1 32.(Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said [control instructions 

2 comprise] signal is one of a plurality of different [types of control instructions] signals. 

3 said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to-delay signal 

4 [instmction], and said method further comprises the [step] steps of selecting one of said 

5 received units and storing [a specific] said selected unit^of programming in response to 

6 said step of identifying the instract-to-delay [instruction] stenal thereby allowing a 

7 delayed communication of the [specific] selected unit of programming. 
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J 3^^(^ended) The method of claim 32 wherein the selected unit [stored in 
^^jj^ /response to s^i^^truct-to-delay instruction] is identified by said instruct-to-delay 
3 [instruction] signal . 




34.(Am^nd^ The method of claim 32 wherein said selected unit [stored in, 
response to said instruct-to-delay instruction] is identified by being transmitted with said 
instruct-to-delay signal from the at least one remote progranmiing source [instruction]. 



1 35.(Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said [control in^ructions 

2 comprise] signal is one of a plurality of [different predetermined coattrol instructions] 

3 signals, said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying^ instruct-to- 

4 communicate signal [instruction], said step of communicating/oeing performed in 

5 response to said step of identifying said instruct-to-commumcate signal [and] said step of 

6 communicating [comprises] comprises the steps of: 

7 selecting a unit of programming from one of: 

8 (a) the units of programming stored/on the local programming source 

9 [stored in a storage device at said transmission/tation]; and 

10 (b) the at least one unit [units]^ 3f programming [being] received at said 

11 transmission station from [a] the remote iH-ogramming source; and 

12 communicating said selected unft to a subscriber at a time and on an output 

13 channel according to said schedule/ 



1 36.( Amended) The misahod of claim 31, wherein said [control instructions 

2 comprise] signal is one o£ ^ plurality of different [predetermined control instructions] 

3 signals, said step of id^tifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to-determine- 

4 input signal [instmttion], and said step of communicating comprises the steps of: 

5 selectiijg a unit of programming from one of: 

6 / (a) the units of programming stored [in a storage device at said 

7 transfixion station] on the local programming source, said [storage device] local 

8 programming source being electrically connected to [an] a first input of a switch; and 



- 10- 



'-9 - (b) the at least one unit [units] of programming [being] received at said 

10 transmission station from [a] the remote progranmung source, said received units being 

11 electrically connected to [an] a second input [channel to] of the switc h, the switch 

12 electrically connecting one of the switch inputs to a switch output : 

13 identifying in response to said instruct-to-determine-input [instruction an] signal 

14 one of the switch inputs^ , [input channel] from which to communicate said selected unit of 

15 programming to a subscriber; [and] 

16 configuring the switch to transfer the selected unit from the identified switch input 

17 to the switch output: 

18 communicating said ^elected unit from the switch output [identified input channel] 

19 to a subscriber according to said programming schedule . 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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37.( Amended) The method of claim 31, wherein said [control instructions 
comprise] signal is one of a plurality of different [predetermined control instructions] 
signals, said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to-determine- 
output signal [instruction], and saiA step of communicating comprises the steps of: 

selecting a unit of programming from one of: 

(a) the units of prograimning stored [in a storage device at said 
transmission station] on the local prograntffiungrsource : and 

(b) the at least one unit ofc programnuhg^ [being] received at said 



ogramimng source; 

to-detprmine-output [instruction] signal an 
3 selected unit of programming to a 



transmission station from [a] the remote 
identifying in response to said inst 
output channel over which to communii 
subscriber; and 

communicating said selected unit to a sub^riber over the identified output 
channel. 



1 38.(Amended) The method of claim 31, wherem said [control instructions 

2 comprise] signal is one of a plurality of different [predetermined control instmctions,] 

3 signals, the transmission station comprising a switch electrically connecting one of a 

4 plurality of switch inputs to one of a plurality of switch outputs, each of said switch 
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'5 - outputs electrically connected to one of a plurality of the output channels, the stored 

__6 units and received units electrically connected to first and second said switch inputs 

7 respectively, said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to- 

8 transfer [instruction] signal and said step of communicating comprises the steps of: 

9 selecting a unjt of programming from the stored units or the at least one received 

10 unit: 

11 identifying [an] We of the switch inputs [input channel] from which to 

12 communicate [a] the selfected unit of programming; 

13 identifying [an] one of the switch outputs to which to transfer [output channel 

14 over which to communicate] said selected unit of programmin g, said switch output being 

15 identified through the desimation of the output channel bv the programming schedule : 

16 conraiunicating a switch control signal [instruction] to [a] the switch in response to 

17 [said instruct-to-transfer instruction] said steps of identifying the switch input and the 

18 switch output : 

19 configuring said sv^tch in Response to said switch control signal [instruction] to 

20 transfer said selected unit of progrkmniing from said identified switch input [channel] to 

21 said identified switch output [channqh 

22 communicating the transferred unit of programming according to said 

23 programming schedule over a cable television distribution system . 

1 39.(Amended) The method of eitheivof claiids^32, 35, [36] or 37 wherein said step 

2 of communicating further comprises the stem of: 

3 communicating a switch control signal [instrucjidh] to a switch; 

4 configuring said switch in response to sam switch control signal [instruction] to 

5 [communicate] transfer one unit of said received units or said stored units of television 

6 programming from a selected input of said switch \o a selected output of said switch. 



1 40.(Amended) A method of controlling at an intermediate television transmission 

2 station the communication of units of television programming [from a television 

3 progranuning source] to a subscriber, said station having a^computer for controlling the 

4 communication of programming, [said programming source \omprising at least one of a 

. 12. 



'5 ' remote programmingysource and a local programming source,] said method comprising 

. -6 the steps of: 

7 receiving units o^ television programming from [a plurality of] at least one remote 

8 television programming [sources] source : 

9 receiving a [pluralityyof] control signal [signals] from said at least one [of said] 

10 remote programming [sources] source and inputting [each of] said control signal [signals 

11 to a computer] together with information designating at least one of: 

12 (a) [a unit] one ot\said units of programming; 

13 (b) a [specific] pro^amming source; and 

14 (c) a [specific] transmission channel; 

15 selecting one of said units in response to receiving said control signal and 

16 receiving said inputted iiiformation: 

17 identifying an output channel in ^^sponse to receiving [each of] said control signal 

18 and said inputted information [signals]; 

19 [communicating a selected unit of t^lej^sion programming from said transmission 

20 station to at least one subscriber according tcya iM;ogramming schedule and responsive to 

21 identifying an output channel for each said unit; anc 

22 receiving a [said] programming schedule i^esign^ting for each of a plurality of said 

23 units of television programming at least one of: 

24 (a) an output channel to be usedln ii;pmmunicating the unit of television 

25 progranuning; and 

26 (b) a time said unit of television progra\nming is to be conmiunicated to a 

27 subscriberiand 

28 conmiunicating the selected unit of television proVramming from said transmission 

29 station to at least one subscriber according to the prograir^ming schedule. 
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42XAmendedVnie-ffl^thod of claim 40 wherein said station has a plurality of 
output channels for communicating"teievision programming to a subscriber, said step of 
communicating further comprising the steps of: 

communicating switch control signals [instructions] T&"^a.§witch; 
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'5 " configuring said switch to [selectively] communicate said selected unit [units] of 
S television programming to [identified ones] the identified [of said plurality of] output 
7 channel [channels!. 



44 (Amended). The method of claim [42] 40 and further comprising the step of 
logging [each] said step of communicating [identified output channel]. 



I U 49^^ended) The method of claim [4,] 8, [15,] 17, [26, 29,] 38, or 42 [or 48] 
id^ fujfli€ra)mpn^ng the step of identifying a specific unit of television programming on the 
3^y^ basis of [prograr^a unit identification signal [information] embedded in said unit of 
television programntog. 



1 50.(Amended) ThXmethod of claim [4,] 8, [15,] 17, [26, 29], 3L 38 or 42 further 

2 comprising the step of logging for each unit of television programming communicated to 

3 a subscriber a unit identificatibtn signal identifying the unit and at least [two] one of: 

4 [(a) program unit identification information for identifying the communicated 
^ unit;] 

6 [(b)] a specific time when the unit is communicated to a subscriber; and 

7 ib) (c) a specific output channel oyer which the unit of progranmiing is 

8 communicated to a subscriber. 



1 51.(Amended) The method of claim [4, 38^or 48] 5. 11, 31 or 40 wherein said step 

2 of [inputting] receiving a programming schedule conwises the [step] steps of receiving 

3 the progranmiing schedule from a remote [programming] information source and storing 

4 the programming schedule . 



1 52. (Amended) The method of claim 8, 17, [29] or 42 further comprising the step 

2 of receiving said programming schedule from a remote informatioii [programming] 

3 source. 



Please c 



ariSsd^cla' 



claims 4, 6, 12, 14, 15, 21, 24-30, 41, 43 and 45-48 without prejudice. 
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Please add new claims 53 - 84 as follows: 

^ ■:^55^The method of claim 31, wherein said step of storing comprises the steps of: 
loadirm a plurality of prerecorded units of programming onto the local 



1^ 



/ 



4 

5 



programming source; and 

storing a plurality of said received units of programming on the local 
programming source 



1 54. The method \)f claim 31, wherein said signal is one of a plurality of different 

2 signals, said step of identifying comprises the step of identifying an instruct-to-overlay 

3 signal, said step of commumcating being performed in response to identifying the 

4 instruct-to-overlay signal, said\tep of communicating comprises the steps of: 

5 selecting a remote unit oM)rogramming from the at least one unit of 

6 progranuning received at said transmission station from the remote programming source; 
Tn selecting a local unit of programming from the units of programming stored on 
^ the local programming source at the traismission station; 

9 communicating to a subscriber sam selected remote unit of programming and said 

10 selected local unit of programming to allow^the combined presentation at the subscriber 

11 of the selected remote unit and the selected local unit. 

1 55. The method of claim 31 wherein said step of receiving comprises the step of 

2 receiving a programming transmission via satellite ftom a television network, said 

3 programming transmission comprising at least one umt of television programming and 

4 one or more digital signals embedded in the programming transmission. 

1 56. A method of controlling at a television transmission station the 

2 conraiunication of progranuning from at least one programmmg source to a subscriber, 

3 the station including a computer for controlling the communication of programming, said 

4 method comprising the steps of: \ 

5 receiving at least one unit of television progranuning at the progranmiing 

6 transmission station from a remote television programming source; \ 
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4 

^7 • loading or inmitting at least one prerecorded unit of television programming onto 

. __8 a local programming kource; 

9 receiving at the computer a progranmiing schedule that designates, for at least 

10 one unit of said prerecorded programming or said received programming, at least one of: 
.11 (a) an outpi\t channel to be used in conmiunicating the unit of television 

12 progranmiing; and 
' 13 (b) a time the\unit of television programming is to be communicated to a 

14 subscriber; 

15 selecting, based on sai^ programming schedule, one of said units of programming 

16 for communication from: 

17 (a) said at least oAe unit of television programming received by said station 

18 from the remote programming soWce; and 

19 (b) said at least one prerecorded unit of television programming loaded 

20 onto the local programming source; 

21 communicating said selected ukit of television programming from said 

22 transmission station to at least one subscriber according to said programming 

23 schedule;and 

24 logging said step of communicating th^ sel^)6ted programming unit. 

1 57. The method of claim 56 whereimsaid step or receiving comprises the steps of 

2 receiving a programming schedule from a yemote mformation source and storing the 

3 programming schedule in the computer, tlp-pro^amming schedule designating for at 

4 least one unit of said programming received from the remote programming source or at 

5 least one unit of said prerecorded programming leaded on the local programming 

6 source: 

7 (a) an output channel to be used in co^pmunicating the unit of television 

8 programming; and 

9 (b) the time the unit of television prograiipming is to be communicated to a 
10 subscriber. 
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58. The method of claim 56 wherein said step of loading or inputting comprises 
the step of loading a tape ontX a video tape player/recorder, said tape player/recorder 
located at the transmission statibn, said tape having units of television programming 
prerecorded thereon. \ 

59. The method of claim 56 wherein said step of receiving comprises the step of 
receiving a plurality of units of television programming via satellite from a television 
network. \ 

60. The method of claim 56, further comprising the step of storing at least one of 
said units of progranraiing received from\said remote programming source on a video 
tape player/recorder at said station for delayed communication to a subscriber. 

61. The method of claim 56, whereirAsaid step of communicating further 
comprises communicating a unit identificatioVi signal with the selected unit, said unit 
identification signal identifying the selected uWt of progranraiing, wherein said step of 
logging comprises the steps of: \ 

detecting the identification signal during\said step of communicating;and 
creating a record evidencing said step ofjCMnmunicating the selected 
programming unit to the subscriber based on said step^of detecting. 

62. A method of controlling at a television Wansmis^ station the 
communication of television progranraiing from>iWraH of programming sources to a 
subscriber, said station having a computer for'contrpUing the communication of 
programming, said method comprising the steps of: \ 

receiving a plurality of units of television programming from a remote television 
programming source; \ 

storing at least one of said units of programmiiW received from said remote 
programming source at said transmission station; \ 

receiving a progranuning schedule that designates for at least one unit of said 
received units or said stored units at least one of: \ 



11 - (a) an output channel to be used in communicating the unit of television 

-12 progranmiing; and 

13 (b)\i time the unit of television programming is to be conmiunicated to a 

14 subscriber; 

15 selecting one W said units of progranmiing for communication from: 

16 (a) said units of television programming being received by said station from 

17 the remote programming^source but which are not stored at said transmission station; 

18 and 

19 (b) said at le^t one of said units of television programming that were 

20 received from the remote programming source and stored at said transmission station; 

21 conraiunicating.said selected unit of television programming from said 

22 transmission station to at least \ne subscriber according to said programming 

23 schedule;and 

24 logging said step of commukicating. 

1 63. A method of controlling at\a television transmission station the 

2 communication of television programming from a plurality of programming sources to a 

3 subscriber, said station having a computyTof^cqntrolling the communication of 

4 programming, said station having a switchXfor elecbically connecting one of a plurality of 

5 switch inputs to a switch output, said method comprising the steps of: 

6 receiving at a receiver located at the statipn^ unit of television programming 

7 from a remote television programming soi^e,\the receiver connected to a first input of 

8 the switch; 

9 storing a plurality of units of programmin^on a local programming source, the 

10 local programming source connected to a second input of the switch; 

11 receiving at the computer a progranmiing schedule that designates for at least one 

12 unit of said received unit or said stored units at least one of: 

13 (a) a time the unit is to be communicateoVto a subscriber; and 

14 (b) an output channel to be used in commuijicating the unit to the 

15 subscriber; 
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^6 " selecting based on said programming schedule, one unit of said received unit or 

. -17 said stored units 

18 identifying\the switch input connected to the selected unit; 

19 communicating a switch control signal from the computer to the switch; 

20 configuring tnk switch in response to the switch control signal to transfer the 

21 selected imit of programming from the identified switch input to the switch output; 

22 communicating the selected unit from the switch output to a subscriber over an 

23 output channel accordingUo the programming schedule; and 

24 logging said step of\:ommunicating. 

1 64. The method of clakn 63 wherein said step of storing comprises the steps of: 

2 storing said received unit on the local progranraiing source; and 

3 loading a plurality of prerecorded units of programming onto the local 

4 programming source. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 



65. A method of controlling at a television transmission station the 
communication of units of television Wogramming to a subscriber, the station having a 
computer for controlling the communiWion of units of progranmiing, said station 
comprising a switch that selectably connects one of a plurality of switch inputs to a 



teps of: 

mming^onto one of a plurality of programming 
onnected to one of said switch 



itrically 



te programming source; 
schedule that designates for at least one 



switch output, said method comprising t 
storing a plurality of units of progr 
sources, each said programming source ek 
inputs; 

receiving a plurality of signals fi-on: a 
receiving at the computer a programmil^g 
of said units of programming at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to be used ii\ communicating the unit of television 
programming; and 

(b) a time the unit of television programming is to be communicated to a 

subscriber; 

passing said received signals to the computer; 
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selecting (me of said units in response to receiving one of said signals; 
identifying the switch input connected to the programming source storing the 
selected unit; \ 

configuring the switch to transfer the selected unit from the identified switch input 
to the switch output; \ 

communicating the selected unit from the switch output to the subscriber 
according to the programming schedule; and 

logging the step of communicating. 

66. The method of cledm 65 wherein said step of storing comprises the step of 
loading a plurality of prerecoiided units of television progranraiing onto the programming 
sources. \ 

67. The method of claim 165 wherein said step of storing comprises the steps 
of: \ 

receiving a plurality of units of programming from a television network;and 
storing said received units onprogramming on the programming sources. 

68. A method of controlling tfieT^Dnmiunication of units of television 
programming to a subscriber comprisiig the sts^s of: 

receiving a plurality of units of television progranraiing from a remote 
progranraiing source; \ / 

storing a plurality of units of ppgr^nraiing on a local programming source; 

receiving a plurality of signals from said remote programming source; 

receiving at a computer a prograniming>schedule that designates for one or more 
units of said stored units or said received units at least one of: 

(a) an output channel to be used inVommunicating the unit of television 
programming; and \ 

(b) a time the unit of television programniing is to be communicated to a 
subscriber; \ 
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selecting one^^mit of said storecfui^s or said received units based upon at least 
one of said received signals; 

communicating said selecteatHilt 6f proCTanmiing to the subscriber at the time or 
on the channel designated by said programffiGg schedule. 



69. The method of claim 68 further comprising a step of logging the step of 



^communicating saio^lected unit to the subscriber. 



\j 70. T^e^mefhod of claim 68 wherein said step of storing comprises the sjeps of: 
a plurality of prerecorded units of television programming opw the local 
rogramming source; and 

storing said received units of programming on the local programming source. 



71. The method of claim 68 wherein said step of reeeiving a plurality of signals 
comprises the step of receiving a plurality of signals fram the remote progranraiing 
source, each said signal identifying either one unit/ff said stored units or said received 
units or a source of one unit of said stored units or said received units. 



72. A method of controlling at a/tfansmission station the communication of units 
of television programming to a subsc^ber, the transmission station having a computer for 
controlling the communication of^rogramming, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality oLunits of programming from a remote programming source; 
receiving a pluralitwof signals from a remote programming source; 
selecting one of said units in response to receiving one of said signals; 
determining, based on said one signal, whether said selected unit should be 
retransmitted to a/subscriber immediately or whether said selected unit should be stored 
on a local programming source for delayed communication to a subscriber; 

storing said selected unit on the local programming source if, based upon said 
step of determining, said selected unit should be stored for delayed communication; 

receiving a programming schedule that designates for some of said units of 
program ming at least one of: — — _ 
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-14 - (a) m^utput channel to be used in communicating the unit of television 

15 programming; and 

16 (b) a time the^qit of television programming is to be communicated to a 

17 subscriber; 

18 communicating, at the time orW the o^ut channel designated by said 

19 programming schedule, said selected unit thfe local programming source to the 

20 subscriber if the selected unit is storea~anTheT^al programming source for delayed 

21 communication; 

22 logging the step of communicating said outputted^tHjit to the subscriber. 




1 73. The r^t>€kid of claim 72 further comprising the step of communicating said 

2 selected unit to th^^ybspriber if, based on said step of determining, the selected unit 

3 should be retransmittedSimmediately. 



74, The.-m:^fIiod of claim 72 wherein said step of communicating comprises the 



^ stei 



outputting, at a time or on a channel designated by said sdji^le, said selected 

4 unit from the local programming source if the selected unit^is^ored on the local 

5 progranmiing source; and 

6 transmitting the outputted unit to the suhst^ber via a cable distribution system. 



1 75, A method of controlling aj^television programming transmission station the 

2 communication of units of progj:amniing to a subscriber, the station having a computer 

3 for controlling the commmH^ation of programming, said method comprising the steps of: 

4 storing a unit ofprogramming and a unit identification signal on a local 

5 programming source, said unit identification signal identifying said unit of programming; 

6 recejving at the computer a programming schedule that designates for said unit of 

7 prograpraiing at least one of: 

8 (a) an output channel to be used in communicating the unit of television 

9 /^ programming; and 
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(b) a tune the unit of television programming is to be communicated to a 

subscriber; 

outputting said u&it of programming and said unit identification signal from the 
local programming source\at the time or onto the output channel designated by said 
programming schedule; 

conmiunicating at least \aid outputted unit to the subscriber; 

detecting the unit identific^t^n signal outputted from the local programming 
source;and 

logging said step of comi^umg^iimg based upon said step of detecting. 



76. The method of claim 75 wherein smd step of logging comprises the step of 
creating a recordsjgvidencing said step of comnmpicating said unit. 



77. The method 
step of communicating 
the subscriber. 




laim 75 wherein said step of communicating comprises the 
tputted unit and said outputted unit identification signal to 



78. A niejb(ia of controlling at a television transmission station the 
commufligation of television programming from at least one programminssotirce to a 
^^scriber, the station having a computer for controlling the commujH^tion of 
programming, the station comprising a switch for connectinejoile of a pluraUty of switch 
inputs to a switch output, said method comprising the,st€ps of: 

receiving a unit of programming from ajemote programming source; 
receiving at a receiver a signal frmHihe remote progranuning source, the receiver 
electrically connected to a first inmrt^f the switch; 

storing a plurality ofjidts of programming onto a local programming source 
located at said transmjs^n station, said local source electrically connected to a second 
switch input of tiitf^switch; 

scn^duling for communication one of said stored units; 

selecting, based on the received signal, at least one unit of said received unit or 
said scheduled unit stored in the local programming source; 
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• • 

15 " identifying the switch input connected to the selected unit; 

- 16 communicating a switch control signal from the computer to the switch; 

17 configuring the switch in response to said switch control signal to transfer the 

18 selected unit fromVhe identified switch input to the switch output; 

19 communicating said selected unit of television programming from said switch 

20 output to the subscriber. 

1 79. A method oAcontrolling the communication of television programming to a 

2 subscriber, said method comprising the steps of: 

3 receiving a unit of programming from a remote programming source; 

4 receiving at a receivW a signal from the remote programming source, said receiver 

5 electrically connected to a fttst input to a switch; 

6 storing a unit of programming on a local programming source, said local 

7 programming source electricallV connected to a second input of the switch, the switch 

8 electrically connecting one of the^ switch inputs to at least one switch output; 

9 receiving a progranmiing schedule designating for at least one unit of said 

10 received unit or said stored unit at |eaSt one of: 

11 (a) an output channel ta beuSe<Hn communicating the unit of 

12 programming; /\ 

13 (b) a time the unit of scheduled progralmming is to be communicated to a 

14 subscriber; I \ 

15 detecting said received signali .-V^^ 

16 identifying that said detected signal ik a predetermined signal; and 

17 selecting one unit of said received unitNor said stored unit of television 

18 programming in response to said step of identiwing; 

19 identifying the switch input connected to me selected unit; 

20 configuring the switch to transfer the selecred unit from the identified switch input 

21 to the at least one switch output; \ 

22 communicating the selected unit from the at least one switch output to a 

23 subscriber, said selected unit being communicated with a unit identification signal and 
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24 - according to said propamming schedule, said unit identification signal identifying the 

, 25 selected unit;and \ 

26 logging said step of^ommunicating, said step of logging comprises the steps of: 

27 (a) detectink the unit identification signal during said step of 
- 28 comniunicating;and \ 

29 (b) creating a record evidencing said step of communicating based on 

30 said step of detecting the unit ideimfication signal. 

1 80. The method of claim 78 or\^-\\1iejmn ^ step of storing comprises the steps 

2 of: \ j ^\ 

3 storing said received unit on the loWlprograniniSng source; and 

4 loading a plurality of prerecorded un^s of programming onto the local 

5 programming source. / \ / 

1 81. The method of claim 62, 63, 65, 68, 72\75, 78 or 79 wherein said step of 

2 receiving a programming schedule comprises the sreps of: 

3 receiving the programming schedule from a remote information source; and 

4 storing the received progranraiing schedule. \ 

l§)W^^^Si^t method of claim 1, 5, 10, 31, 40, 56, 62, 63, 65, 68, 72, 75, 78, or 79 

^^^^^ 

2 ^ wherein said step ofrecemng programming from a remote progranmiing source 

3 comprises the step of receiving^ariea§tone of: 

4 (a) television progranmiing, including^at-l^^ one of television video and 

5 television audio;and ^^"^"^^^^^ 

6 (b) data, ^^^^^-^ 

'^-^uB ^ — 

1 ^ 83. An apparatus^orcOntFolling the communication of units of television 

2 "V-* progr^mffliSg to a plurality of subscribers, said^^^Earatus comprising: 

'^^^'^^^^^ a receiver for receiving units of television progranimiQg and signals from a remote 
4 programming source; 
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a television programming storage device for storing television programming imits 
and for outputting or playing television programming units stored thereon, said storage 
device storing signals identifying thi units of programming stored thereon; 

a switch having respective inputs electrically connected to said receiver and said 
storage device, said switch having one or more outputs electrically connected to one or 
more output channels; 

a computer electrically connecteii to said receiver, said switch and said storage 
device, said computer receiving or having access to a programming schedule, the 
programming schedule designating for at least one unit of said received units or said 
stored units of programming at least one ot: 

(a) a time to communicate the unit of programming to a subscriber; and 

(b) an output channel to be uspd for communicating the unit of 
programming to a subscriber; and 

said computer programmed to perfonA the following steps: 

(a) selecting each said unit of progranmiing designated by said 
programming schedule from units receive^Lbvi ^ receiver and units stored in said 
storage device; 

(b) configuring said switch andkontroUibg said storage device to 
communicate said selected units of televisiopj programmhjg to a subscriber according to 
said programming schedule. 



84. An apparatus for controlling the. 



lunicatkm of units of television 



programming to a plurality of subscribers, said apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of storage devices, each saidl storage device storing at least one unit of 

television programming and selectively outputting or playing television progranuning 

units stored thereon, said storage device storing^ unit identification signals identifying the 

units of programming stored thereon; 

a switch having respective inputs connected to said storage devices, said switch 

having one or more outputs electrically connected to one or more output channels; 
a computer electrically connected to said switch and said storage devices, said 

computer receiving or having access to a programming schedule, the programming 
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